CWTS MEETING MINUTES 2026

The CWTS general meeting was held at the ANA’s World’s Fair of Money in Pittsburgh on August 27th at 2:00. CWTS Executive Board members present were President Dave Schenkman, Secretary John Ostendorf, and Board Members Eric Schena and Justin Perrault. There were approximately 30 people in attendance.

1. President Dave Schenkman called the meeting to order and welcomed all members and guests.
2. The Secretary’s report was presented. Current membership stands at 520 members which is comprised of 344 regular members and 176 life members. This represents a decrease of 69 members year over the prior year.  The decrease is probably attributable to the dues increase; however, many renewing members renewed for three years, and the increase was necessary to deal with the ever-rising cost of the Journal.
3. The treasurer’s report was presented by Eric Schena on behalf of Tom Reed. The CWTS faces challenges due to the cost of the Journal which is approximately $9,200/year.  Dues revenue for the next year is anticipated to be about $6,500/year.  Several initiatives were taken by the board to address this situation.  Vice-President Tim Webb generously offered to be our book manager and to store the books for free.  This will save the Society approximately $3,400/year.  Book sales have been approximately $2,000/year.  The board will be taking additional steps to sell more books in the near future.
4. CWTS literary awards winners were announced with the results as follows:
1st Place- Rich Bottles, Jr., “The Beilsteine Curse.” (Spring 2025)
2nd Place- David Schenkman, “Postage Stamps and Related Currency During the Civil 
War.” (Summer 2025)
3rd Place- D. Carver Wells, “The Ladies Man, John Hawkins.” (Spring 2025)
5. Also receiving awards were:
CWTS Lifetime Achievement Award – Susan Trask Gingrich who served on the Board of Governors 1998-2001, as Treasurer (2001-2013), Vice-President (2015-2017), President (2018-2020), editor of Civil War Era Numismatics (2014-2023), and was the editor of Patriotic Civil War Tokens, 6th edition (2018). Susan also served on awards committees and weas a contributor to the 3rd edition of the store card book.  She received the CWTS service award in 2004 and was elected into the CWTS Hall of Fame in 2015.
CWTS Research Award – Q. David Bowers for his countless contributions to Civil War reference materials and research articles published in Civil War Era Numismatics.  Dave also published Engravers, Minters and Distributors of Civil War Tokens, Civil War Tokensof Rhode Island, and 1860 Presidential and Wealth of the South Tokens and generously donated them to the CWTS.  He was an instrumental contributor to the 3rd edition of the store card book and the 6th edition of the Patriotic book.  Dave is a prolific author and has generously shared his research findings with other authors.
2026 President’s Award – Cindy Wibker for many years of service to the CWTS. She served as Secretary (1979-88), President (1989-90), and on the Board of Governors (1993-96). Cindy has received numerous awards from the CWTS and other organizations, including the CWTS service award a record three times (1981, 1986, and 1997) and was elected to the CWTS Hall of Fame in 2005. Cindy has been an indispensable part of the CWTS for many years and continues to be a “president’s best friend” by serving on awards committees, being a knowledgeable resource to the board, and helping in any way possible whenever asked.
6. John Roberts gave an interesting presentation on Camp Chase, Ohio and the sutlers who issued Civil War sutler tokens and scrip. He even brought examples of very rare sutler tokens and scrip from Camp Chase.
7. The meeting was opened to questions and comments.  Suggestions were made that the CWTS should do more to promote its website and should consider a pdf version of the Journal in the future.
8. The general meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,
John Ostendorf, Secretary

